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C.  ARC Exterior Renovation Guidelines for Existing Homes 

 
1. ARC Approval IS NOT REQUIRED for routine exterior maintenance, repairs and updates 

using the same materials and colors used on the existing home.  

 

2. ARC Approval IS REQUIRED for ALL other projects involving changes of any kind to the  

 home’s exterior or addition of any structures or exposed utilities on the property.  Other 

 guidelines, detailed in separate documents, apply for hardscape modifications and 

 landscaping projects.   

 

 2.1. The homeowner assumes responsibility for determining whether the   

  project meets Somersby Park setback requirements (25’ front/back and   

  15’ side). 

 2.2. Any request to “erect, construct, enlarge, install, alter, repair, move,   

  improve, remove, convert or demolish any building, structure or service   

  system within the Town of Laurel Park” requires application for a    

  Certification of Zoning Compliance. 

 2.3. For projects that require building and/or trade inspections, a Henderson County  

  Building Permit must also be obtained.   

 2.4.  The homeowner assumes responsibility for determining whether either   

  Certificate of Zoning or Building Permit is required and for obtaining such   

  prior to requesting ARC review and approval. 

 

3.   To Request ARC Approval:                   

 

3.1.    Complete Form C (ARC Review/Approval Form for Exterior Renovations) detailing 

the following: 

 

3.1.1. Overview of project, including site plans marked with setbacks, drawings 

or diagrams where appropriate. 

3.1.2. Description and color or sample of all proposed exterior materials.  

Plans/elevations and manufacturers’ specifications and/or catalog sheets 

should be provided if appropriate.  Although recommended materials are 

detailed below, the ARC will consider new materials that come on the 

market. 

3.1.3. Estimated timeline for start and completion. 
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3.2. Submit the following to SomersbyParkARC@gmail.com for review and 

 approval prior to beginning work.   

 

 3.2.1. Completed Form C. 

 3.2.2. “Before” photos. 

 3.2.3. Copies of permits from the Town of Laurel Park and/or Henderson  

  County if required.  

 

 3.3. All requests require electronic submission.  Please advise if you need   

  assistance complying with the requirement for digital submission. 

 3.4.  Requests are reviewed by the ARC which will approve, approve with   

  conditions, approve in part, or disapprove in writing. 

 3.5. The ARC endeavors to respond to all requests in a timely fashion.  Do not   

  proceed without written authorization.  

3.6.     Upon project completion, notify the ARC and submit “after” photo(s) to      

        SomersbyParkARC@gmail.com.       

 

4.  Guidelines for New Construction, detailed in a separate document, apply for the following       

      improvements:  

 

 4.1. Any addition of a new structure on the property. 

 4.2. The construction of a covered addition to the home that requires a   

  foundation. 

 

  

5.  Materials and Specifications  

 

5.1.   Awnings 

 

5.1.1. Awnings can only be used on the rear of the home and must be 

retractable. 

5.1.2. Awnings must match the exterior color of the home; striped awnings are 

permitted but must match the exterior body and trim color. 

5.1.3. Awnings must be maintained with any tears, shredding or other damages 

remedied as soon as possible. 

 

 5.2.   Chimneys 

 

5.2.1. Masonry chimneys are to be made of stone or traditional stucco.  

5.2.2. Chimneys are to be a minimum of 2:1 proportion in plan and capped to   

 conceal spark arresters. 

  5.2.3. It is preferred that cantilevered chimney or fireplace enclosures   

   extend to the ground. 
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  5.2.4. Exposed wood-burning fireplace and wood stove flues must be   

   encased with stone, traditional stucco or other materials that match  

   or are consistent with materials already used on the house. 

 

5.3.   Decks, Porches and Front Porches/Stoops  

 

5.3.1. Decks 

 

5.3.1.1. Decks shall be located in rear and side yards only. 

5.3.1.2. Pressure treated wood or weather resistant composite 

materials like “Trex” are allowed; other newer, 

maintenance-free materials will also be considered. 

5.3.1.3. Railings shall have horizontal top rails and be centered on 

the pickets; wood top rails shall be eased (i.e., have a 

rounded top edge).  Other newer, maintenance-free 

materials such as steel cables, aluminum or metal spindles 

will also be considered. 

5.3.1.4. Openings between spindles and balusters shall be less 

than 4” and meet code.  

5.3.1.5. Two-level decks must have matching railings. 

 

5.3.2. Rear and Side Yard Porches 

 

5.3.2.1. Acceptable porch and railing materials are the same as for 

open decks. 

5.3.2.2. Porches with finished roofs and ceilings may be enclosed 

with glass or screen, provided that the porch is not at the 

front of the residence. 

5.3.2.3. Aluminum and fiberglass materials offered by many four-

season room manufacturers and installers are not allowed. 

5.3.2.4. Ceilings (including exposed joists) are to be painted or 

stained wood. 

 

5.3.3. Front Porches or Stoops 

                                     

 5.3.3.1. Front porches may not be enclosed. 

 5.3.3.2. Porch ceilings (including exposed joists) are to be painted  

   or stained wood. 

5.3.3.3. Porch piers of masonry construction shall be no less than 

12” x 12”.  

5.3.3.4. Stoops can be made of wood, stone or stamped concrete.  

If concrete is used, the stoop shall have brick, stone or 

stucco cheek walls.  
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    5.4.   Doors  

 

5.4.1. Exterior doors are to be made of painted or stained wood or   

  fiberglass; other low-maintenance materials may be considered.  

  5.4.2. Front doors are to be hinged and constructed of planks or raised   

   panels and must not be flush with applied trim.  Front door trim may  

   be any configuration or size with a 3.5” minimum.  

  5.4.3. Patio, porch and deck doors can be hinged, French or sliders. 

  5.4.4. Security doors must be approved. 

  5.4.5. Pet doors must be approved and may not be visible from the street.  

  5.4.6. Front-facing garage doors are to be no more than 9’ in width.  

 5.5.  Generators, Radon Remediation Systems and Other Exposed Utilities  

 

5.5.1. The following are prohibited on the exterior of homes:  window air- 

 conditioning units, television/radio antennas and clotheslines.  

  5.5.2. The following should not be installed in the front of homes or be   

   visible from the street: 

 

5.5.2.1. HVAC equipment, satellite dishes, utility meters, trash 

enclosures and septic tanks. 

5.5.2.2. Radon remediation systems 

 

5.5.2.2.1. To preserve exterior aesthetics, radon mitigation 

systems should be installed inside the home with 

vent pipe exiting through the attic roof if at all 

possible. 

5.5.2.2.2. Exterior vent stacks and exposed pipes should be 

minimized and may be installed with matching 

downspouts to blend with current gutter systems. 

5.5.2.2.3. All exterior components should be painted to closely 

match the exterior paint color of the home. 

  

 5.5.3. Evergreen screening or appropriate hardscape should conceal all of the  

  above from street view as much as possible, with particular care taken on 

  corner lots. 

           5.6.   Roofs and Gutters     

   

5.6.1. Materials: 

 

5.6.1.1.  Architectural shingles are preferred. 

5.6.1.2. The following are also allowed:  asphalt or fiberglass 

shingles, copper and galvanized steel (5 V crimp or 
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standing seam).  Copper should be allowed to age 

naturally, and not be painted or sealed.              

   

5.6.2. Gutters and downspouts:   

    

  5.6.2.1. Gutters and downspouts are to be made of galvanized 

steel, copper or aluminum.  Copper should be allowed to 

age naturally, and not be painted or sealed.  

5.6.2.2. Gutter covers (color, make & model) must be submitted 

for review. 

         5.6.2.3.       Rain barrels should not be visible from the street.  

 5.7.   Walls    

   

5.7.1.   Vinyl and aluminum siding and trim are prohibited. 

  5.7.2. Structure walls are to be sealed with paint or stain; acceptable   

   materials include: 

 

5.7.2.1. HardiePlank (or similar low-maintenance material) or 

horizontal wood clapboard (maximum 8” to the weather). 

5.7.2.2. Board and batten siding (horizontal or vertical). 

5.7.2.3. Poplar bark siding and horizontal cedar shingles are only 

allowed as accent elements. 

5.7.2.4.  Stucco (smooth and finished or pebble dashed). 

5.7.2.5.  Natural or cultured stone (20 – 25% stone preferred on 

front-facing exposures). 

   

5.7.3. If more than one material is used, a change in material may only be  

  made along a horizontal line, with heavier material below the lighter. 

5.7.4. Crawl spaces are to be skirted; lattice may be acceptable on a case-by-

case basis. 

  5.7.5. All exterior smooth wood trim and wood shingles should be painted  

   or stained.  

 

 5.8.   Windows, Skylights and Solar Panels    

   

5.8.1. Materials: 

  

 5.8.1.1.      New or replacement windows should match those 

 currently on the home. 

5.8.1.2. Windows are to be made of painted or stained wood, 

fiberglass or exterior aluminum/vinyl clad. 

5.8.1.3. UV/solar protective coatings, along with stained glass or 

etched/frosted accent windows, may be considered. 
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5.8.1.4. Screen frame color should match, not contrast, with 

window cladding. 

   

5.8.2. Configurations: 

 

5.8.2.1.  Windows are to be single, double or triple-hung, fixed,

 awning or operable casement types. 

5.8.2.2. Where possible, skylights and solar panels should not be 

visible from the street.   

 

6.  Conduct of Workers:  

 6.1. Use of the upper gate on Laurel Park Highway is restricted to property owners;  

  all other traffic must access the property through the gate at 3080 Hebron Road.  

  Contact SomersbyParkARC@gmail.com if you need a gate code assigned for  

  workers.   

 6.2.  Hours allowed for personnel to be on site are Monday through Friday from 7am   

  to 7pm or dusk, whichever is earlier, and Saturday 8am to 5pm.  No work may be 

  performed on Sunday or major national holidays, including New Year’s Day,  

  Memorial Day, 4
th

 of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas.   

 6.3. Property owners assume responsibility for conduct of workers.  Loud cars and  

  speeding are not allowed within the development, and if site conditions allow, all 

  vehicles are to be parked on the property. Loud music is not permitted, and  

  shirts and shoes are required while on the job site.   

 6.4. Dumpsters and PortAJohns, if used, must be removed within 24 hours of job  

  completion. 

 6.5. Site cleanliness must be maintained at all times. If not appropriately maintained,  

  a “stop work order” will be issued by the ARC.    

   

 

 

 


